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Book of Acts

Session 5: Fear of the Lord Resting on the Church (Chapter 5)

I.
Presence Requiring Reverence:

When the Spirit of the Lord shows up everything changes.  In the last several chapters of Acts we have witnessed the Holy Spirit breaking out in powerful displays of the miraculous that grew the Church.  But the Lord is not after a sloppy grace message just to fill seats in Heaven, His name is Holy and He demands reverence and obedience to Him.  

A. Review the Community Generosity:

In the last session we looked at how incredible the work of the Lord was in the midst of the community regarding the communal sharing of financial resources.  A heart of unity and friendship pervaded throughout the Church and this love manifested in the form of many people even selling their properties in order to supply for the needs of the growing Church community.  These chapters were marked by the joy in the community.

B. Causing Hearts to Tremble:
In this session however we are going to see the same Holy Spirit who was bringing joy and doing things that caused hearts to be elated now is doing things that cause hearts to tremble.
C. Read the Passage Aloud:
Before we begin to look at some of the specific phrases and concepts in these chapters we will read through this passage aloud once.  This will make the passage fresh in our minds so that we can tie in all the surrounding details more readily. 

II.
The Sin of Ananias and Saphira:

The account of Ananias and Saphira is an important one for the Church to understand.  The Lord is outlaying a number of lessons and warnings in this passage that our current Church experience probably wouldn’t merit.  He made sure to stress the point of His holiness in this account of Church history and saw to it that these verses made it into the written testimony that would be passed down for the Church of all future generations.  We need to take proper warning from the sin of Ananias and Saphira that took place in the community where the Holy Spirit was powerfully at work.

A. Ananias and Saphira Sell Some of Their Property:

So this couple gives their lives to Jesus, they are marked by the work of the Lord and their hearts are moved in generosity toward the community so they sell a piece of property.  Maybe it was an extra that they had, maybe it was their only one, we don’t know which.  But they sell it and give a significant chunk of it to the apostles to help sustain the community.

“With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet (Ac. 5:2).”

B. Pretending to Give it All:

They keep back some of the money for themselves.  This would have been fine except for some reason they pretend to give it all instead of making it known that they are holding some of it back for themselves.  

“Ananias…you…have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land?  Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal (Ac. 5:3-4)?”

“his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?” “Yes,” she said, “that is the price (Ac. 5:7-8).”
C. Peter Confronts Them:

They are suddenly in big trouble with God for not being upfront with the whole truth even though they are doing a tremendously generous thing.  Peter gets a word of knowledge from the Holy Spirit however that they are acting deceitfully and so he confronts them on it.

“Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit…What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God (Ac. 5:3-4).”
“Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord (Ac. 5:9)?”
D. When He Comes He Comes in Power:

The Holy Spirit coming to move in power in the midst of a community of believers means that He comes as Himself.  When His power shows up it means increased power to bless and increased power to judge and to deal with sin in our midst.  We do not get to choose one or the other; we are contending for more of God’s presence and when we get it the rules change.  Right now we are all so used to being able to get by with white lies, a little resentment here and there, feeding our covetousness and the sort, but when His power comes men die for such things.

E. The Holy Spirit Strikes Them Down:

We need to understand what is happening here; God kills two of His own because His presence cannot abide with deception.  He is making quite an important point in this dramatic event about the nature of His presence and just how important holiness is to hosting His Holy Spirit in the midst of a community.

“When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died…Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him (Ac. 5:5-6).”
“Listen! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.” At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband (Ac. 5:9-10).”

F. Corporate Fear of the Lord: 

Understandably, this freaks everyone out.  There would have been countless short and quiet conversations amongst themselves about what happened and what this means.  The fear of the Lord seized the community of believers and everyone learned to tread more carefully and truthfully. 

“great fear seized all who heard what had happened (Ac. 5:5).”
“Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events (Ac. 5:11).”

III.
Holy Fear and Holy Awe:
Luke will not let us forget the consistent testimony that miracles were a daily reality in the midst of the Church.  The grace of God operating in this new community of believers left the city in awe of the Church.  The ebb and flow of holy fear and holy awe filled the city fueled by the miraculous events that continued to occur in the midst of the people of God.

A. Miracles Among the People:

This sets the pace for how the Church flowed, believed and lived.  When profound miraculous activity is happening with this sort of regularity the Church operates very differently than what we are accustomed to.

“The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people (Ac. 5:12).”

B. Continued to Meet Together:

They met together constantly.  They met in small groups in homes, they met in large gatherings, they met to pray, they met to eat and everyday the Church was in close relational connection.  This community life fueled faith, mission and miracles in their midst.

“And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade (Ac. 5:12).” 
C. The Lost Carefully Related to the Church:

The lost interacted with the Church carefully; there was a reverence and fear resting on the city pertaining to this peculiar people and the power of God that rested on them.
“No one else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people (Ac. 5:13).”

D. Many Watching the Church Came to Know Jesus:

The Holy fear of the Lord didn’t keep people from coming to know the Lord, it only served to produced more a more authentic Church with new disciples coming into the Kingdom with reverence of God.
“Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number (Ac. 5:14).” 
IV.
More Presence More Persecution:

The more that the power of God rested on the Church the more the persecution increased.  This is a valuable lesson for those who are looking to see a mighty move of god in our generation.

A. Jealous Religious Leaders:

The real issue that is operating under the surface with the religious leaders is that they are intensely jealous.  They hate that these men have the attention of the people in this way and that they seem to have supernatural power working for them that is completely foreign to the religious leaders ministry. 

“Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail (Ac. 5:17-18).”

B. Furious Religious Leaders:

Things only continue to escalate as they arrest the apostles and begin to talk with.  They get so mad in fact that they want to kill these men.  These guys have been healing people, doing crazy public miracles and have been calling the people to repent and serve God.  Now because of this they are hated to the point of their heads being sought for. 

“When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death (Ac. 5:33).”

C. Powerless Religious Leaders:

One of the well-respected leaders stands up in the midst of the assembly of the religious leaders and more or less tells them that they are powerless to oppose that which is of God.

“Gamaliel, a teacher of the law…addressed the Sanhedrin: “Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men...if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail.  But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.” (Ac. 5:34-39).”

V.
More Unprecedented Miracles:

Nothing was able to stop the wave of God that was sweeping through Jerusalem.  As things intensified the grace of God that was resting on the community only seemed to brighten as well.  The miracles continued in every area and served the Church’s mission to spread the message about Jesus. 

A. Peter’s Healing Shadow:

The concept of Peter’s shadow healing someone is unfathomable; but the faith level in city was through the roof at this point so unprecedented miracles became the rule of the day.  With as many times as we see the phrase “many signs and wonders among the people” we should not think that this type of wild miracles was in any way isolated.
“As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by.  Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by impure spirits, and all of them were healed (Ac. 5:15-16).
B. Jailbreak By an Angel:
An outlandish statement is made about an angel breaking the arrested apostle out of jail in an instant.  It’s made in passing as though this was just normal activity for the New Testament Church.

“But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out.  “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people all about this new life.” At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach the people (Ac. 5:19-21).”

C. Rejoicing in Extreme Persecution:
The Spirit of God rested on these believers in such abundance and grace that when they are whipped 39 times and endure probably the most physically painful day of their lives their response is genuine rejoicing.  This is not normal; this is supernaturally empowered.  The picture isn’t of these men sort of faking a smile and saying “praise God brother,” these men are actually energized by their beating and are operating in authentic praise.

“They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name (Ac. 5:40-41).”

D. The Church Thriving in Persecution:
We find that the persecution doesn’t not hinder the Church at all, it actually slingshots them forward and serves to further the purpose of God both in the lives of the disciples enduring it and in the proclamation of the message to the masses.

“Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ (Ac. 5:42).”
VI.
Small Group Prayer Time:

The early Church experienced an amazing time of fellowship, godly reverence along with a commitment of deep love for eachother.  We want to pray for an increase of the fear of the Lord in our midst, where His Holy Spirit rules and convicts us and draws us close.  So, at this time lets break into groups of 3-4 and pray for an increase of His presence in our community; specifically that He would pour out His Spirit on us to cause us to love eachother more and to experience His holiness at a deeper level as fellowship.

A. Small Group Prayer: 

1. Ask the Lord to help us deepen our love toward Him. 

2. Ask the Lord to help us deepen our love toward eachother.

B. Praying For Eachother One on One:

1. Go pray over one person for the Lord to encounter them.

2. Or go repent to anyone you have ill feelings toward.

C. Corporate Prayer:

1. Let’s repent for our lack of fear and reverence for God.

2. Let’s pray for the fear of the Lord to increase in our midst.
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